
Language and Writing Studio, Spring 2013 
 

TUTORIAL ON THE USE OF ONLINE DICTIONARY – What Can Go Wrong 
 
Link to the dictionary on line: http://translate.google.com/ 
 
Translate the sentence:   

Maria plays a role of Alina in Słowacki’s drama.   
Maria gra rolę Aliny w dramacie Słowackiego. 
 
1. Click on: http://translate.google.com/ 

 
2. Type in the verb play & you will find: 
 

Czasownik = Verb 

  
Grać play, sparkle, chime, pulsate, show colors 

  
Zagrać play, act, show 

  
Odegrać play, return, retrieve 

  
bawić się play, sport, trifle, revel, recreate, wanton 

  
Igrać play, sport 

  
Wygrać win, play, score, gain one's cause 

  
Przegrać lose, lose out, play, gamble away, play away, lose the day 

  
Biegać run, race, play, circulate 

  
Spłatać Play 

  
grać na 
instrumencie 

play an instrument 

  
Odstawić deliver, play, push aside, push away, revive 

  
Bić beat, fight, mint, kill, toll, play 

  
Chodzić go, attend, move, work, be about, play 

  
mienić się play, glitter, change color, iridesce 

  
Odwalić huddle, crib, despatch, remove, play, dispatch 

  
błąkać się wander, play 

Rzeczownik = Noun 

  
Gra game, playing, play, acting 

  
Zabawa fun, play, game, amusement, dance, recreation 

  
Luz clearance, play, neutral, leeway, shake, letup 

  
Sztuka art, piece, play, item, trick, artistry 

  
Rozgrywka game, play, contest, strife, sport 

 

http://translate.google.com/
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3.  Choose an appropriate verb from the list.   Pick grać, an imperfective verb to form the 

present tense of the 3rd person singular:  gra because Maria is the subject of the 

sentence & she performs in the drama. 

 

4. There are no articles in Polish.  Thus, you do not need to translate English article a.  

 

5.  Then, type the noun role & you will get: 

Rzeczownik = Noun 

  
rola role, ploughland, soil, land, weight, scroll 

5.   Pick the noun rola and write it with the accusative singular, feminine ending -ę, because its 

function is that of a direct object. 

6.  The next expression in the sentence is a preposition of.   In Polish we use the genitive 

singular to express it, without any prepositions.  In this sentence the feminine singular ending 

of the genitive form is –y is needed in the first name: Aliny. 

7.   Later type the preposition in to obtain: 

Przyimek = Preposition 

  
w in, at, on, into, by, upon 

  
na on, to, for, at, in, of 

  
z of, with, from, out of, in, at 

  
we in, on, at, into, by, upon 

  
do to, for, into, in, until, with 

  
po on, in, at, by, for, upon 

  
ze with, from, of, in, by, for 

  

w 

ciągu 
within, in, by 

  
za for, per, as, by, behind, in 

Przysłówek = Adverb 

  

do 

środka 
inside, in, inwards 

  

w 

domu 
in, indoors 

  

do 

pokoju 
into the room, in 

  

do 

wnętrza 
inside, inwards, in 
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8.   Select the preposition W=in. 

 

9. The noun drama is a cognate.  If you type it, you will receive: 

Rzeczownik = Noun 

  
dramat drama, tragedy 

 

10.  Pick the noun dramat & write it in the locative case because the preposition w requires 

that case.  Thus, in the locative case t softens to ci + e ending & gives dramacie. 

 

11.  Słowacki is the name of the author who wrote the drama.  His last name ends in an 

adjectival –cki ending & it is declined like an adjective.  The possessive form  Słowacki’s is 

expressed by the genitive case in Polish, thus you need to know the genitive, masculine 

singular  adjective ending, which is –ego, forming Słowackiego. 

 

 

 

 

12. To write & speak in Polish you need to know 7 cases + vocabulary.   

 

CASE = FUNCTIONS OF WORDS IN A SENTENCE + ENDINGS 
 

 


